




  
Mr Warren Buffett and the Board of Directors of Berkshire Hathaway 
Berkshire Hathaway Inc. 
3555 Farnam Street 
Omaha, NE 68131 
  
By Courier 
  
Dear Mr Buffett and the renowned board of the world  most renowned legendary investor  
world-renowned investment conglomerate, 
  
I write to you as more than a shareholder in Berkshire Hathaway and a long-time disciple of 
the value and growth investing and the values of the legendary Mr Buffett, whose investment 
and life principles have been of significant influence world-wide including for myself. 
  
I write to you too as a New Zealand Local Government City Councillor responsible for the 
governance of its greatest City, Dunedin City, and its Council. I write as a representative of a 
community whose iconic and innovative part of our City  and our great Country of New 
Zealand  daily life and start to the day   Gregg  coffee brand and its facility in Dunedin, as 
well as frozen vegetables produced by our great Country  Heinz Wattie  - is proposed to be 
shuttered by a company that Berkshire Hathaway has effective controlling ownership 
(27.51%) in.   
  
That company of course is The Kraft Heinz Company, and its wholly owned New Zealand 
child Heinz Wattie  Ltd which in turn owns and produces Gregg  coffee brand (Cerebos 
Gregg  
  
An introduction to Dunedin City and its Council for Mr Buffett 
Dunedin City Council and its entities own and manages billions of dollars  worth in 
commercial and investment assets for our City  community, including investments in global 
stocks, bonds and deposits.  
(Our stocks owned by our Council  Waipori Fund and which are managed by our external 
active manager(s) have consistently underperformed their passive equity index market 
benchmarks, resulting in potential millions of dollars of foregone returns in opportunity cost 
for our Council and community that could be saving our ratepayers  money by preventing 
and reducing rate rises. I certainly know, and believe that an investment in  
Hathaway Inc. would be by far better suited as a better returning and tremendously solid, 
long-term investment within our equities portfolio for our Dunedin City  generational wealth). 
  
Dunedin is one of four cities in our great country of New Zealand that will be affected by the 
proposed closure by Heinz Wattie  of its three manufacturing facilities - the others being 
Auckland and Christchurch - and associated frozen lines in Hastings. 
  
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/hawkes-bay-today/news/heinz-watties-closure-plans-union- 
blasts-late-notice-of-proposal/V7VQMA67S5AHFHTYZAVE42KTTQ/ 
  
https://www.odt.co.nz/news/dunedin/greggs-coffee-factory-line-closure-under-new-proposal 
  
This proposed closure by Heinz Wattie  and its proposed discontinuing of sales of Gregg  
coffee, Wattie  frozen vegetables and dips brands, would result in approximately 350 jobs 
being impacted. It would also have a broader impact on numerous hundreds of peas, beans, 
carrots and other vegetable growers across our Country  regions, therefore potentially 
affecting the lives and livelihoods of thousands of our friends and community members 
countrywide. 
  



In Dunedin, our award-winning Gregg  coffee facility that is planned to be shuttered by 
Heinz Wattie  has been a part of our country  greatest City since our City  early founding 
years. Gregg  coffee was founded around 1861 in Dunedin by William Gregg and has long 
since been a household name across our great country. In its long history, Gregg  coffee 
has brought tremendous innovation and cultural significance to our homes, to our tables, and 
to the start of our mornings. 
  
More than that, Gregg  is of tremendous sentimental value to our community, having played 
a part  across our Dunedin  community  lives. 
  
I certainly know were it that Berkshire Hathaway owned Gregg  coffee and Heinz Wattie  
frozen vegetable production facilities directly rather than under indirect ownership through 
Kraft Heinz, Berkshire Hathaway would not even entertain the thought of closing these iconic 
historical brands and affecting thousands of community workers and jobs. 
  
Being formerly a corporate advisory and M&A investment banker with specialisation in food 
& agriculture, a private banker and an investment manager, I will be concurrently 
outreaching to Heinz Wattie  in order to explore all avenues and possible strategic partners 
and investors to prevent the proposed closures and ensure the job security of all our 
dedicated community workers serving us. 
  
Time is of the essence for us as Heinz Wattie  intends to complete it  consultation period 
for the proposed closures on 25 March 2026. 
  
Mr Buffett, we know that as the world  legendary investor, you do not need to use the actual 
influence that Berkshire Hathaway has as the controlling shareholder of Kraft Heinz to delay 
the course of action determined upon by Kraft Heinz and Heinz Wattie  
  
All that is needed is the good, beloved kind word of support from Mr Buffett himself, so that 
we are granted a stay of execution from what will be a devastating effect on our communities 
with Heinz Wattie  proposed decision to close our beloved and iconic brand  production 
and will impact many thousands across our communities.  
  
For our great City of Dunedin, I request your good word of support that Heinz Wattie  delays 
its closure decisions, with my and our communities  assistance and support, whilst a better 
solution to ensure the generational continuity of our iconic brands, jobs and livelihoods of our 
community workers and farmers is found. 
  
Yours Faithfully, 
  
Benedict Ong 
Dunedin City Councillor


